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in 2018, as Western europe commemorated the centenary of the end of the first 
World War, east-Central european countries solemnly marked different centenaries 
of nation-states. for some, such as latvia, estonia and the Czech republic, it was the 
anniversary of the creation of the modern state; for others, such as lithuania and 
Poland, it was the restoration of the state; whereas romania marked the anniver-
sary of its ‘great unification’. numerous books and articles have been written about 
the emergence of east-Central european countries in the aftermath of the great 
War, their military actions and territorial conflicts, and political, economic, social and 
cultural developments in the period between the two world wars. So it is not an easy 
task for a researcher to say something new in this field.
the region of east-Central europe, which for many decades since the enlightenment 
has been classified in the mental maps of West europeans as different, belonging to 
a lower level of cultural development,1 took on a new meaning with the end of the 
great War and the collapse of empires. friedrich naumann, a german politician and 
theologian, conceptualised the term Mitteleuropa in 1915, to mark an area in the 
centre of europe intended for german economic and cultural domination.2 after the 
end of the first World War, german influence in the region weakened, and the areas 
on the east coast of the Baltic Sea (finland, estonia, latvia, lithuania), which, with the 
exception of finland, can be called east-Central europe, faced similar political and 
social processes. these processes had a long-term impact on the formation of the 
identity of local populations.
lithuania is often considered to be a Central european country, belonging to, as 
Milan Kundera once put it, ‘the uncertain zone of small nations between russia and 
germany’ (La zone incertaine de petites nations entre la Russie et l’Allemagne),3 which 
stretches from the Baltic Sea to the Balkans, and is influenced by Western europe 
on one hand and by russia on the other. Vilnius, the capital of lithuania, historically 
belongs to a set of multicultural and multinational Central european cities, such as 
Prague, Krakow and Warsaw. the other Baltic states, estonia, finland and latvia, 
1 for more on this issue, see Wolff, larry. Inventing Eastern Europe. The Map of Civilization on the Mind of 
the Enlightenment. Stanford, 1994.
2 naUMann, friedrich. Mitteleuropa. Berlin, 1915.
3 KUndera, Milan. Un occident kidnappé, ou la tragédie de l’europe centrale. Le Débat, 1983, n°5 (25), 
p. 14.
